No Boundaries Animal Welfare

Working in USAID’s Latin America and Caribbean Bureau, and later, living in Africa and Jamaica with her husband Ron Stryker, a USAID FSO, Karen Menczer, a USAID contractor, noticed a common theme: Animal welfare organizations in poor countries have the drive and knowledge to help animals but few funding sources.  Consequently, time spent on fund-raising activities means less time actually helping animals. 

With that realization, in July, 2007, Karen created Animal-Kind International (AKI) to link donors in wealthier countries with needy animal welfare organizations worldwide.  AKI raises money and collects supplies for partner organizations; tracks the use of donor funds; and when donors are interested, connects them directly with AKI partner organizations so they can find out firsthand how their support is helping animals.  AKI follows a due diligence process to ensure partner organizations have adequate and transparent accounting measures in place and they are able to track AKI funds and report back to AKI on their use.   
AKI sends 100% of donations to partner organizations.
AKI's core support comes from individuals and student groups that have visited countries where AKI has partner organizations or that want to help “the neediest of the needy.”  Examples include: a group of kids at Camp Doglando in Orlando, Florida; the Stop Injustice and Cruelty Club at Ward Melville High School in Long Island, New York; and a tourist group who contacted AKI after witnessing the torturous journey of livestock on their way to slaughter in Kampala, Uganda.  This group seeks to support initiatives for more humane transport efforts. (Livestock transport and slaughter methods are the most intransigent of animal welfare issues, but AKI and their partner organizations are committed to working for reforms.)  For more stories from AKI supporters, please visit http://www.animal-kind.org/supporters.html.


FSOs and other US government employees overseas have also contributed to AKI efforts.  Some help by carrying donated funds and supplies such as tick and flea medicines and sutures to AKI partner organizations.  
Sometimes the most valued support isn’t financial but emotional.  Pilar Thorn of Helping Hands for Hounds of Honduras said this about AKI: “For me, it is a great help and lifts my spirits to know I can count on AKI to help in my efforts to educate people about the humane treatment of domestic animals.  Just knowing there is someone out there who understands the kinds of problems one encounters in less developed countries makes my work a lot easier.  I am thankful every day for having met Karen in Honduras and for knowing I can always count on her to support my work here.”
Ten years after leaving the States for Uganda with one dog and two cats, Karen and Ron returned to the US accompanied by three African dogs (two from Uganda and one from Botswana) and two cats, one from Jamaica and one from Uganda.  Elmina, their pygmy goat, had to remain in Ghana with another FSO.  Karen runs AKI from her home in Jemez Springs, New Mexico (where she still works as a USAID contractor), and Ron serves on the board.  AKI supports a network of small but determined animal welfare groups whose work spans the globe with partner organizations in Uganda, Namibia, Ghana, Malawi, Tanzania, South Sudan, Jamaica, Honduras, Bosnia, and Armenia.  To make a secure donation or learn more about AKI, AKI’s partner organizations, priorities and needs go to www.animal-kind.org. 
